
 January 2023

Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society
The mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the

preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and
native plant communities of Florida.

Report from Your President:
by Linda Manley

How Does My Garden Grow?
I’ve not talked much about my own garden in this column because I really don’t have
much of a garden, but I’m working on it. When we moved to Florida, we had no worries
about buying a home in an HOA. At our previous home in the Midwest, our HOA was
fairly easygoing: if you paid your dues and didn’t, for example, have a pet giraffe, all was
well. Fortunately, we have a friendly landscape committee here and I’ve slowly been
converting our yard to natives. I moved in to builder-supplied plants: an East Palatka
holly, a live oak on the property line we share with our neighbor, a viburnum hedge, a
smattering of arbicola foundation plantings, and lot and lots of jasmine.
Slowly, I’ve added wild coffee, a pignut hickory tree I won online, a Walter’s viburnum a
friend gifted me, and a red maple a member propagated from a tree in the Chapter’s
former garden at Cedar Point. I created a bed along our privacy wall, within the area
where plantings are allowed, and now have firebush, coontie, goldenrod, monarda,
twinflower, starry silphium, black-eyed susan, beautyberry, and a few others.
After Hurricane Ian stripped the leaves from the jasmine, our granddaughter helped us dig
out some of them. We moved a firebush into part of the vacant space, and one of these
days, tea bushes will replace others. Slowly, our yard is becoming more native. Although
some nonnatives remain, we have time and patience.

Welcome new members: Nathalie Smith, Shanette Crume, Lori Verville, and Gary Weber.
We’re glad you have joined us!

Annual Meeting and Election of Officers

Tuesday, January 10th, 1:00-3:00 PM
The Mangrove Chapter annual meeting at Lemon Bay Park & Environmental Center, 570
Bay Park Blvd, Englewood, will include the election of officers for the 2023 year. A slate
of volunteer candidates has been assembled but nominations from the floor will be
accepted that day. The business meeting and election should take less than 10 minutes. If



you would like to volunteer or to nominate another member for one of the three elected
positions (president, secretary, treasurer), please contact a member of the nominating
committee no later than Thursday, January 5. Any person nominated must have consented
to serve before being nominated. The Chair of the nominating committee is Joan
McGowan mollyudax@comcast.net and the other member is Kate Borduas
kateborduas@gmail.com .
The January program will feature “Our Fascination with Birds” presented by Jerry Waters.
Jerry is an Advanced Florida Naturalist and a Florida Master Naturalist instructor. He has
been an avid nature photographer for over 40 years, and his talk will emphasize the
natural history and ecology of Florida birds. Meet at the Environmental Center. For
information email mangrovechapter@fnps.org

Volunteer Opportunity

Our volunteer opportunity for this month is the position of Chapter Representative. This is
a position you can do from Florida or from another location, if you’re a snowbird. The
primary responsibility of this position is to attend monthly ZOOM meetings of the
Council of Chapters, a state-level organization, and report back at the Board meeting.
Each chapter has the opportunity; indeed, the responsibility to send a representative to this
meeting, where important information is shared and casual chats often take place. The
meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the fourth Sunday of each month, with an occasional
month off. While minutes are posted online, normally by the following Tuesday, the
representative should also report on the proceedings at Board meeting. If you are not in
Florida, it can be a written report, although a live report is preferred.
This is an excellent position for those of you who have been members for a few years and
now find that you must cut back your activities but still want to remain involved. The
Sunday meeting takes an hour or two, and the report to the Board takes a bit more time.
The position is easier if you have some background and knowledge of the Florida Native
Plant Society, but new members are welcome to volunteer. Initially you might feel a bit
overwhelmed, but the knowledge and experience shared at these meetings provides a
world of information.
If you’re interested, please email me for more information at 88lingo@gmail.com

Click here to Visit our Website

Garden Update
New Year, New Beginnings

By Laura Soule

Happy New Year everyone! We’re off to a great start at Lemon Bay Park. Many
volunteers helped to plant the shrubs and flowers there on December 6th. Others are
watering the plants to help get them established.
 
Next up will be creating the signage so visitors are able to learn about them. Please
consider volunteering at the park to help with this endeavor. Who knows, this could be
your New Year’s resolution. This one resolution checks many boxes: volunteer, protect
the environment, help your community, make new friends, learn a new skill, have more
fun, exercise and lose weight.
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Okay, maybe you won’t lose weight but you will make a difference! Come join us
Tuesday mornings at Lemon Bay Park in Englewood.

Mangrove Chapter Planting Day at Lemon Bay

December 6 was the day that
30 members and friends
gathered at our meeting
place, Lemon Bay Park and
Environmental Center in
Englewood, to plant about
80 native plants of 15
different species to replenish
the pollinator garden.
Friends of Lemon Bay Park
had purchased the plants,
and the intent was for the
county to have a blitz day
when employees from every
park in Sarasota County
came to plant them.
Hurricane Ian changed all
that, and employees were
instead assigned to chain
saw duty to clear debris from
trails and other areas in their
own parks. Many parks
sustained damage to their
buildings as well as to their
lands when struck by Ian’s
eight hours of 150+MPH
eyewall winds. Our meeting
room had not yet been
repaired, but Mangrove
Chapter partnered with
Friends of Lemon Bay Park
to plant the natives and help
the outdoors recover. 

Plant locations were flagged with numbers matching
those on the pots.

Ruth Ward (left) Garden Co-Chair and Nathalie Smith,
Lemon Bay Park Land Manager, direct the first group of
volunteers.

Sarasota County Parks
provided coffee and bagels and
Mangrove Chapter bought sub
sandwiches for lunch to refresh
all who helped in the planting.
Mild weather helped make the
planting go smoothly and all
the natives were in the ground,
watered, and mulched by
11:00. Many thanks go to all
those who transported plants to



the planting areas, dug holes,
put plants in the ground,
watered them in, added mulch,
and cleaned up afterward.

Shovels, hoses, wagons, pots, and people made short work
of the 80 plants.

Garden Co-Chairs Ruth
Ward and Laura Soule
spent many hours
mapping the planting
locations and Linda
Wilson assisted with site
preparation. We are
grateful to Nathalie Smith,
Lemon Bay Park Land
Manager and Park
Naturalist, for
coordinating this event. 

Digging among the roots in the
established vegetation was a challenge.

Volunteers devoured the bagels, coffee,
and sub sandwiches at the end of the
work.

Call for Articles

We’d like to see more articles in our newsletter from members at large. We know that
many of you volunteer with other org anizations, help with special projects, go on
vacations where you see plants in other areas, and so on. And of course, we’d love to see
and read about your own native garden. Please, write a few words about your adventure,



attach a couple photos, and send it to me: 88lingo@gmail.com I’ll be sure that it gets to
our newsletter editor and makes it into the next emailing. We love to know what’s going
on with our many active members!

Out and About with Mangrove Chapter

Guided Walks
Sunday, January 1, 9-11 AM, Blind Pass/Middle Beach. Led by Bill Dunson.
Plant List: https://mangrove.fnpschapters.org/field-trips/blind-pass-middle-beach/

Friday, January 13, 9-11 AM, Don Pedro Island State Park, 8450 Placida Road. $3
entrance fee. Led by Bill Dunson. No Plant List available.

Wednesday, January 18, 4:30-5:30 PM, Ollie’s Pond. Led by Dave and Linda Manley.
No Plant List available

Friday, January 27, 9-11 AM, Manasota Scrub Wetlands. Led by Bill Dunson.
Plant List: https://mangrove.fnpschapters.org/field-trips/manasota-scrub-preserve/

Saturday, January 28, 9-11 AM, Amberjack Environmental Park. Led by Kate Borduas.
Plant List: https://mangrove.fnpschapters.org/field-trips/amberjack-environmental-
park/

Friday, February 3, 9-11 AM, Lemon Creek Wildflower Preserve. Led by Bill Dunson.
Plant List: https://mangrove.fnpschapters.org/field-trip-plant-lists/lemon-creek-
wildflower/

Library Display
Our library display for the month of January will be at Shannon Staub Library, 4675
Career Lane, North Port. Stop by and check it out!

Mangrove Chapter Grants

Native Plant Landscape Grants  
Due to extensive plant losses from Hurricane Ian, the Mangrove Chapter has expanded its
landscape grants to include private homeowners as well as public clubhouses, businesses,
and non-profit entryways. The private homeowner grants are meant to enhance or replace
gardens with Florida native plants within the Chapter boundaries (Englewood, Venice,
North Port, Port Charlotte, and Punta Gorda). Grants for private homes are limited to $100
per grant request. The private grant is available for this grant cycle only (October 1, 2022
through April 30, 2023).
For many years, Mangrove Chapter has offered $500 grants to establish or refurbish
public gardens with native plants. Previous grant recipients have included entrances and
community gardens in homes associations, the Venice Area Audubon Society pollinator
garden, and the History Park in Punta Gorda. If you know of a public area that is tired and
you’d like to update it with a native tree or native plants, consider applying for one of our
grants. Public grants are limited to $500 per grant request.
For further information or to apply for a grant, download the grant application from
www.mangrove.fnpschapters.org/outreach/grants/  Complete the application and either
attach it to an email to MangroveChapter@fnps.org OR mail the printed form to:
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MCFNPS Grant Committee
PO Box 1153
Englewood, FL 34295-1153

Before Planting
Six months after planting

Indigo Isles MH Park received the 2020 Mangrove Chapter Grant to create a garden at the
entrance to a mangrove boardwalk. Could your church or organization use a new garden
of native plants? Apply for a grant today!

We are on Facebook!!!
Look for: Mangrove Chapter of the Florida Native Plant

Society or click this link:

Mangrove Chapter Facebook page

Do you wonder where to buy native plants?

Big box stores sometimes have plants that are native, or that they call native, but too often
they are hybrids or cultivars and you can’t be certain that the plant is a true native. Other
times, the grower might already have treated the plant or even the soil with pesticides that
are harmful or fatal to native insects. Buying from a native nursery helps avoid those
worries. Here are a few area nurseries where you can confidently purchase native plants:
Sweet Bay Nursery, 10824 Erie Rd, Parrish, FL 34219
Florida Native Plants Nursery, 730 Myakka Rd, Sarasota, FL 34240 
All Native Garden Center, 300 Center Rd, Fort Myers, FL 33907

January Events with Our Nature Related Friends
See links for cancellations and updates

Because many parks and facilities remain under repair from hurricane damage,
please check the links provided for the latest updates.

The Environmental Conservancy of North Port (ECNP) https://ecnorthport.com/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/463163967687620/
https://sweetbaynursery.com/
https://floridanativeplants.com/
http://www.allnative.biz/
https://ecnorthport.com/


Venice Area Audubon Society
(VAAS) https://veniceareaaudubonsociety.wildapricot.org

Lemon Creek Wildflower Preserve https://lemonbayconservancy.org/
 
Peace River Butterfly Society Jjpeterfeso@gmail.com

Nature Walks from Sarasota County
UF/IFAS https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/program-ecology-and-natural-resources-
213209
 
Charlotte County Environmental Center https://www.checflorida.org/calendar

Mangrove Chapter meets the second Tuesday of the month,
October through May, at 1:00 at the visitor center at Lemon

Bay Park and Environmental Center, 570 Bay Park Blvd.,
Englewood. Our meetings are open to the public

Your Mangrove Board of Directors 
Your Mangrove Board of Directors

President; Membership: Linda Manley 88lingo@gmail.com
Secretary, Open
Treasurer; Conservation and Policy: Linda “Willie” Wilson
Chapter Representative: Kate Borduas
Education and Outreach; Grants: Bobbi Rodgers
Digital Services; Historian: Dave Manley
Field Trips; Publicity: Stephanie Thornton
Garden, Laura Soule
Hospitality: Joan McGowan
Immediate Past President: Lois Cantwell
Newsletter: Gail Finney
Programs: Ruth Ward
Social Media: Anne Risberg

To reach any Board member, email mangrovechapter@fnps.org and allow 48 hours for
a reply.

Visit our website

Mangrove Chapter Florida Native Plant Society | P.O. Box 1153, Englewood, FL 34224-1153
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